





PREFACE.

A preface 1s a most welcome thing when it is a
necessity for a thorough understanding of a book. In this
very unhealthy and transitional part in the life of the
Telugu Literature it is indispensable at least to avoid mis-
understanding. And so it is here useful in both ways.

The art of poesy has exhibited itself in various ways
in all countries and in all times. But whatever be the
nature of the diversity, thus far has been admitted on all
hands that the Drama 1s the most complex and highest form
of human composi ion. The Sanskrit saying is to the same
effect. It says =t % o% 2-5S meaning thereby that a
man's literary abilities are perfected with the drama. The
latter means obvio .cly ‘“with the study or with the com-
position of the drama.” The reason is not far to seek. In
all other classes of composition the author has the advan-
tage of himself appearing in and assisting his readers
when he apprehends a failure of appreciation. But not so
in a drama. In the latter the author is nowhere to be
seen. Everything is completely left to the intelligence of
the reader. He has to help himself through as best he can.
The characters speak as real characters. For explanations
he cannot look to the author. The conversation is so
artistically arranged in a drama that it is ordinarily diffi-
cult to pry into and comprehend the beauties the author
had intended. The very object of the drama is to teach
men of the ways ¢f the world ; of how people situated in
divers circumstances would think and act; so that tle
reader may know to study the character of people in the
wide world. The study of the drama comes at a late stage,
After studying the several ways of Expressions of language
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and thoughts, the student begins in the drama to combine
them with actions and conduct in all their complexity. It,
therefore, becomes clear that dramatic composition is
necessarily complex. It has been nowhere more forcibly
found than in Shakespeare. New commentators have been
coming into the field with some new points, new excellences,
brought to light all from the same work. DBut if, Shakes-
peare himself should explain to us his own works, he
might eonfess he had never intended all these beauties or
defects ; but that they are worked out by the readers
of course, out of his own productions. In other words the
appreciation depends more on the contributory intelligence
of the reader. The author thus keeping himself in the
back ground, has to make his ¢haracters say what he inten-
ded; and he can never intend anything inconsistent with
the development of the several characters or of the plot.

The Excellence of the book, therefore, varies with the
degree of success attained in the fulfilment of the above
object. It is in view of these reasons that the study of the
drama has always been reserved to the last stage in the
study of the language ; or as we would now say to the
College classes,

It is thus obvious that a careful study of the drama
implies an amount of skill on the part of the author on the
one hand and a certain amount of advancement on the
part of the reader, on the other. It is not all that can
write or can understand-a drama. The author ought
not to be too plain- or too elliptical. The thin line of
demarcation between nicety or good taste and want of art
has to be always kept in view. This good taste shows
itself in a variety of ways in the arrangement of the plot or
main story ; in the relevancy of the subordinate facts to the
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main story and their position in their proper places; in the
division of the plot into complete yet connected little plots
which are technically called Acts; in the arrangement of
the various scenes; in the introduction and development of
characters : and in their sentiments and conversation, their
manner, length and appropriateness. This taste can be
acquired only by a complete study of the great authors
who have always been the important leaders of man kind.

In the case of the Telugu language the difficulty is
still greater. There was not any ancient dramatic litera-
ture. It had no rules of rhetoric of its own. We had
therefore to fall back on Sanskrit rhetoric and rules which
are already complete and ready at hand. The very names
of style, metre, verses, figures of speech, beauties, defects, in-
fact whatever is connected with the study of the language
is borrowed from Sanskrit directly or indirectly. Hence
it is that a good poet or dramatist must necessarily be a
Sanskrit scholar if he wants to be a telugu scholar. Our
old poets were primarily Sanskrit scholars. It you are to
seek for the best pieces of poetry you have to go back to
the older poets. Among the later and modern poets we
more often than not meet with want of taste, want of art
and bad taste. Some of the later productions are even an
infliction on literature. But their existence is sufferred
and is even flattered for other reasons. It must be remem-
bered that poetry is also an art that requires careful pru-
ning and tendering which, once neglected avails not ever
afterwards. A careful cultivation of the art requires a
careful study of Sanskrit. In modern times it further re-
quires a careful study of the great English authors. In the
absence of any one of these one might tack together a few
words in mefre but one cannot call it poetry.  The
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Sanskrit term for a poet is ¥ which is derived from a root

which means to describe (and not to calculate and tack
together words.) The real connotation is to show through
description what one had not actually experienced as if it
is a reality and present experience. 1t is to take us out of
ourselves and place us in the sphere which he 1s describing.

When so much is required and expected of a good
author the reader’s task is not also easy. He has to co-
operate and start with a certain amount of intellectual
capital before he can presume to study a drama. Ie must,
at every stage, question himself “why has this idea becn
placed in the mouth of this character and why in this place
and in this form ? What if it is omitted or changed ? How
does it help the plot?” and so on. If to these questions
there exist satisfactory answers in the book itself and the
reader is able to find them ouf, the book is well written
and appreciated and both the author and the reader are
well compensated.

The development of a plot i1s not a mere story telling.
According to our rules of rhetoric and even according to
our accepted opinions a book has a manifold object in view.
It is primarily intended to teach the reader to apprehend
the ways of the world and benefit himself by the lessons
taught. The presumption, therefore, at once arises that a
writer, of course, a good one, writes nothing in his book
that 1s not calculated to produce this effect on the reader.
All the mental processes that transpwe in the author’s
mind do really transpire in the reader’s as well in fully
understanding the work. The explanation of these pro-
cesses is what is called a commentary. Compare the
various terms = 8, &%, 843, sgag and 7~sg and their diffe-
rences in meaning. It is such works that are regarded as



“1-

classical. Not the so called books more particularly the
dramas that we are pained to find inflicted on the student
population at the present day. They are more the un-
healthy and ugly remains of the once healthy and beautiful
drama, mocking as it*were their own former selves. . Their
existence has been doing a donble mischief. They waste
the most precious part of the student’s life and labor. They
also injure him ever after by developing a bad taste in him
rendering him thoroughly unfit to cultivate good taste.
The student has to destroy what he had learnt in school
and begin learning afresh when he will find it too late. It
will not be out of place to mention in this connection that
a proper selection of books by those who hold the reins of
education in the country would have done much to avert
the evil to a considerable extent if it cannot uproot it alto-
gether.

A word regarding the rules of the drama in general
and I shall have done. The details are unnecessary to be
mentioned here as they are well treated in several well
known works. The rules themselves, so far as they go,
seem to be empericisms arrived at after careful study of
masterly productions. The details are so minute that one
does really feel a difficulty in fully comprehending them.
But once well understood they fully compensate the labor
spent. I am not a bigoted advocate of their infallibility.
I mean to say they are often so thorough that they may be
applied even to the works of Shakespeare who never knew
them at all. The slight variances that one may find are so
slight that they may be safely neglected. It cannot be
denied that they are an invaluable assistance to write in
oood taste. A total disregard to these 1s lamentably mani-
fest in the modern telugn dramas. As I have already
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stated it is due to the ignorance of Sanskrit. Our ideas,
‘words, abstract namss, manners and every part of our daily
life is full of Sanskrit influence in spite of the daily 1ncrea-
sing western influense. Telugu is no telugu unless 1t 1s
studied as if Sanskrit is a part of it.. I have said so far to
impress on the telugu dramatic writers the importance of
of the study of Sanskrit and the rules of rhetoric. I am
not blind to the present day tendency to disconnect - telugu
with Sanskrit ; but I doubt very much if that is not an
impossible thing. At any rate until you have a complete
telugu grammer and rhetoric you cannot avoid Sanskrit.
Even then it will still remain a question of doubt. DBut
this is quite another matter for a separate and fuller treat-
ment. I crave the reader’s forbearance for this piece of
digression. I would only urge the necessity or at least the
desirability of adopting and following the existing rules of
rhetoric unless you are sure that a noncompliance would
materially add to the beauty of the worik. 1 have myself
made slight deviations in my present work, especially in the
arrangement of the scenes and Acts though I followed the
canons generally.

How far my book satisfies my patient readers in the
light of the above remarks I leave to the judgmment of my
learned readers.

4-10-10, } AUTHQR.
VIZIANAGRAM.
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